
 This month shows children in military families that America cares about 
the great sacrifices they have made for their parents who have chosen to serve. 
They do this as willing supporters with the same love of this country as their    
military parents. 
 � I don�t think our children are 
told often enough how important and 
supportive it is to us when we come 
home from a difficult day and we see 
them smile,� Lt. Dan Murphy, NDNG 
JFHQ Public Information Officer said.    
�It is my children (who) give me the   
energy and desire to put this uniform on 
each day to protect and defend this great 
nation for their future way of life.� 
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 �Being a parent myself, it breaks 
my heart to leave my wife and kids behind 
when I am called to (deploy),� said Cpt. 
Mark McEvers HHC 164 ENG BN 
SECFOR. �But that is what we do when 
we are called. We have sworn to support 
and defend and that is what we do. Our      
families know this, respect this, and stand 
by us. When we deploy forward and leave 
that hole in the family, it�s important for 
me to know that the nation has not          
forgotten about my family, and I am    
grateful that they are honored and          
supported this month.� 

My Daddy is in Iraq helping people.  
~ Hailey McEvers, age 2 



The Voice of the Angels 

Relationally Speaking                  

Hello Angels, 
 
 This month marks a very special month in the lives of the military 
members. Soldiers' Angels joins the US Department of Defense in recognizing April as the Month of the      
Military Child. It is a time to applaud military families and their children for the daily sacrifices they make and 
challenges they overcome. Secretary of Defense, Caspar Weinberger, established April as the Month of the 
Military Child in 1986, underscoring the importance of military children and their role in military families. 
 
 These children make sacrifices and serve their country as much as anyone in uniform does, quietly 
shouldering part of the burden, making their mom or dad understand that what they are doing is important. 
Military parents often have to miss holidays and special occasions, and children are left home to worry while 
parents go on  difficult missions. Active duty military families also have to move every two or three years, 
making the children uproot, change schools and say goodbye to friends. Because military children have to 
transition and adapt a lot, they gain great life experience and maturity at a young age. April serves as a         
reminder for military families that there is support available to them with resources to help. 
 
 Soldiers' Angels encourages the nation to stand up and support the military families in their                     
surrounding area by getting involved in a variety of ways. Throughout the month of April, the military will be 
hosting special programs and events to salute military children, to include, carnivals, health screening for         
children, youth talent shows, and more. Please contact your local military facility to see how you can best    
utilize your time and talent to show your appreciation during the Month of the Military Child. To all of the 
military children in our nation, thank you for your service to our country, you are a very important part of our 
freedom. 
 
Wingtip to Wingtip, 
Patti Patton - Bader 

Your ideas and comments are encouraged� shellemichaels@msn.com  
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April 6-12, 2008 is Soldiers� Angels Founder�s Week 
Hello Angels, 
 In honor of the founder of Soldier' Angels, angels across the globe have gathered together to dedicate a 
week to show appreciation to Patti Patton-Bader for her tireless efforts to support our service members and to 
grow the Soldiers' Angels organization into the largest ALL-volunteer military support organization in the 
world. 
  Knowing that Patti would not want us to spoil her with gifts and riches, angels are encouraged to mail  
a care package to Landstuhl Medical Center (see story on page 11) in her honor. 
 We also want to acknowledge all the children of the military with the Soldiers� Angels Month of the 
Military Child Proclamation that is located on page 14. Thank you to all the children for �serving too!� 
 
Wingtip to Wingtip, 
Shelle Michaels, National Communication Officer (NCO) 
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 Debuting at the Soldiers' Angels Leadership meetings in Pasadena, a museum documenting the history 
and activities of Soldiers' Angels received rave reviews from attending Angels, military personnel, and                  
members of supportive companies. Soldiers' Angels has since been flooded with requests to have it erected in 
towns around the country to help educate people about the need and opportunities for Americans to "support 
the troops" in both word and deed. 
 
 Packed with historical treasures, the museum is a testament to the life of soldiers in wartime, and the 
efforts of the home front to meet their needs. Detailed displays documenting the Soldiers' Angels story include 
letters from the front, national and unit-based awards and commendations, photographs, media coverage of SA 
activities, artifacts from various SA projects, and sentimental thank you gifts from "adopted" soldiers. There is 
also an alcove with a tribute to adopted SA troops who have fallen in the line of duty, large photographs of 
military life at home and in the field, and pictures and thank you notes from military families. 
 
 Visitors report having a powerful response to viewing the museum--mourning the fallen, contemplating 
page after page of letters of gratitude, recognizing the impact the home front has on the battlefront, and being 
inspired by the story of how one person can start a movement that changes the lives of hundreds of thousands 
of soldiers and everyday citizens. 
 
 Angels with awards,               
media excerpts, thank you letters,  
photos or other items related to                    
Soldiers' Angels they would like to 
add to the museum are encouraged to 
contact Soldiers' Angels. 
  
 We are now accepting              
donations and corporate sponsors              
specifically for the cost of transporting 
and exhibiting the museum around the 
country, so that others can be inspired 
to work in support of America's men,  
women and families in uniform.   
 

Soldiers' Angels Museum  
SSgt. Brandon Varn looks through letters in the display at the Soldiers� 
Angels Museum Grand Opening at the National Leadership Conference 
in Pasadena in February 2008. 
 

�Support is a verb. The Soldiers' Angels               
Museum is a powerful reminder of that fact.� 

~ Patti Patton-Bader 

NCO Angel Shelle Michaels, spreads her wings in the museum. 

On Display August 12-16, 2008 at the National Military Order of the Purple Heart Convention in Las Vegas. 
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 Every summer, thousands of VFW delegates to the national convention converge in a major U.S. city 
to elect national officers and vote on new governing amendments and organizational bylaws. During this 
time, recognition will be given to a special woman that has spread her wings in supporting the deployed and 
wounded service members, their families and veterans. For founding Soldiers' Angels and other exemplary 
work that she does to make the world a better place, Patti Patton Bader has just been notified that she is the 
recipient of the VFW 2008 James E. Van Zandt Citizenship Award that will be presented to her at the VFW 
109th National Convention in Orlando, Florida on August 20, 2008. 
 
 "The VFW Citizenship Award - Awarded for outstanding service contributing to American citizen-
ship. To recognize significant contribution to the spirit of service and dedication to the nation that inspires  
us to display better citizenship." 
 
 "James E. "Jimmy" Van Zandt was Commander-in-Chief of the VFW three times, and a veteran of 
three wars (World War I, World War II, and the Korean War). He served as an enlisted man in World War I 
and retired as an admiral following the Korean War. Descended from a pioneer family in Blair County, 
Pennsylvania, Jimmy worked his way from newsboy to United States Congressman. Recipients of the award 
named in Van Zandt's honor exemplify his dedication to public service, citizenship, and other admirable 
qualities." 
 
 Other citizens that have had this honor bestowed upon them during the 50 years it's been given out 
include Ronald Reagan, Lyndon Johnson, Gerald Ford, Hubert Humphrey, John Connally, Sam Rayburn, 
Jeannie Kirkpatrick, William Bennett, and Barbara Bush.  
  
 The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, with its Auxiliaries, includes 2.3 million                
members in approximately 8,400 Posts worldwide. Its mission is to "honor the dead by helping the living" 
through veterans' service, community service, national security and a strong national defense. 
 
 The VFW traces its roots back to 1899 when veterans of the Spanish-American War (1898) and the 
Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902) founded local organizations to secure rights and benefits for their                 
service: Many arrived home wounded or sick. There was no medical care or veterans' pension for them, and 
they were left to care for themselves.  
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~~~~~             ~~~~~ 

An Award that Recognizes a "Spirit of Service" is Bestowed Upon the Founder of Soldiers' Angels 
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 Community Team Leaders (CTL) Overview 
 

Connect local Angels into a community 
E-mail local Angels 

Arrange local get-togethers 

Promote sharing of ideas 

Act as a mentor/guide for local Angels 
                     Welcome  new Angels 

Guide Angels into the world of SA 

Address problems/questions of Angels 

Promote SA and Military support 
Arrange television or radio interviews 

Request newspaper coverage 

Offer to speak at local functions 

Support local recruiters  

 

Organize and execute fund raising events 
Fundraising events can be anything from  

a table at a local fair to 

a Soldiers� Angels night at a local sporting event.  

Organize and execute information/recruiting tables  
Information/recruiting tables can be set up at 

Malls;  fairs;  festivals; any patriotic event. 

Act as  local connection for site visitor contacts 
Act as a liaison for local groups doing donation drives 

Coordinate with local event organizers that request SA at their events 

Act as a contact for soldiers/families in your community 

 

 

 If you or someone you know would like to be a CTL, please 

contact the CTL Coordinator at: sanationalctlcoordinator@gmail.com 
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Joanna is working hard on the details of the 2009 
Convention. She will start to release details soon. 
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April is Volunteer (Angel) Appreciation Month 
Thank you to all the Angels around the world for ALL the amazing work that you do! 

 
Outstanding and remarkable, that's what the Angels are 

Mediating on behalf of those who need you by far 
Balanced, composed and confident are you 
Untiring and persevering in all that you do 

Dauntless, unafraid and encouraging those who can 
Seasoned and experienced, every woman and man 

Motivated and moved, from laughter to tears 
Accessible and present, calming away fears 

Necessary and needed, in case you don't know 
You touch many lives and WING TIP TO WING TIP we grow! 

 

SPC Lacy Imus is welcomed back to Ft. Bragg by her family after               
her 18 month deployment to Iraq. Thanks Lacy!! 

 

HELP WANTED: 
 

We have Heroes that are waiting to 
be adopted. Don�t miss a great      

opportunity to show service                   
members of the United States Armed 

Forces that you support them. 
 

Adopt a Hero Today! 
www.soldiersangels.org 

 
You must commit to sending one card or 
letter each week and AT LEAST 1 or 2 

care packages a month. 
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  As Vice-President of Development, I work with the team that coordinates/oversees foundations, 
grants and corporate donations; including items like the Wal-Mart community grants requests. The team is                     
responsible for sending thank you letters to every donation over $250.00. 
  
 We are currently working on the team�s focus for future donations. If you work for a corporation, or 
know of a corporation who would like to donate, or perhaps become a corporate partner , email us at                     
sadevelopmentteam@gmail.com. 

 

The following is a sampling of what the team accomplished this past year: 
• Received the TRIAD grant in 2007, which Soldiers� Angels was able to purchase 250 Laptops with voice 

controlled software for our wounded heroes at Brooks Army Medical Center.  
• Teamed SA with major companies like Bake Me a Wish, TotalTel, BAES systems, and Seal A Meal for 

special donations and establish an on going working relationship.  
• Attended the VFW National Convention when it was held in Kansas City this past year. 
• Promoted SA with national exposure on FOX Business news: a story about our partnership with Bake Me 

A Wish. 
• Managed to get Patti and Jeff a spot on the agenda at the Military Advisory task force session with the 

Greater New York City chamber of commerce, the US army and US army reserves.  
• Introduced �Operation Price of Freedom� program to encourage those who are able to make larger                  

donations. The DVD can be viewed from our website www.soldiersangels.org by clicking on �Operation 
Price of Freedom� in the menu. 

• Teamed with Philadelphia Phantoms hockey team and will be having an �Angel Night.�  Over 1,000 
school children wrote letters to heroes in the PA National Guard.   

• Teamed with KOPEG (Keep our Planet Earth Green) to recycle used Blackberries, palm pilots, PDAs, cell 
phones, cell phone batteries as well as inkjet cartridges. KOPEG is giving SA top dollar for these items as 
well as �recycle rate� paying us per pound. With no cost to the donors, you can get a prepaid shipping label 
by going to http://www.projectkopeg.com/SoldiersAngels.htm. 

 

Development Team Members 
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Debby Frerichs, Vice President 
Lees Summit, MO 
soldiersangelsvp@gmail.com 

Janet Kelley 
Patten, ME   
jk@samaine.com 

Sue Paulsen 
Bensenville, IL 
assistantvpsoldiersangels@gmail.com 

Ros Prynn 
Vancouver, BC 
rosprynn@telus.net 

Shelle Michaels 
National Communication Officer 
Grand Forks, ND 
shellemichaels@msn.com 

Sheryl Walker  
Pittsgrove, NJ 
etnavsubmom@aol.com 

Diana Webster 
Newport, MI 
webster.diana@gmail.com  sadevelopmentteam@gmail.com  
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 We�ve just produced our first �Sewing Team Newsletter!�  To see it, link to 
http://soldiersangels.org/uploads/sew/newsletter/Newsletter-2008-1-final-pdf.pdf  

The Sewing Team is made of several groups: 
• Blankets of Hope: Angels sewing blankets for the wounded. These 

blankets have brought hope to many of our wounded heroes. 
• Scarves Team: Sewing cool scarves and sand scarves. 
• Mittens and Booties: Hand and foot coverings made for wounded  

soldiers on Medevac flights back to the US, and simple fleece                  
coverings used to help keep critical patients' extremities warm. 

• Crochet Team: Hand crochet or knitted lap blankets for veterans is 
the specialty of this team. 

  
 The Sewing Team is happy to report that we now have around  
3,000 members!  Every day, around the country and around the world, 
�sewers� (from pre-schoolers to seniors or individuals and groups) are 
making quilts, fleece blankets, lap afghans, sand scarves, cooling scarves, 
knit caps, tracheotomy bibs, slippers, wheelchair bags, and more.  These 
items, made with loving care, are shipped and hand delivered to our               
heroes: the deployed, the wounded, veterans, and military families,                  
including babies.  
 Other ways to find out more about the Sewing Team is to contact 
any of our leaders. If anyone would like to become a �sewer,� but you 
don�t actually sew, blanket kits for non-sewers are available in the               
Soldiers� Angels Store. 
 Thank you to everyone who is already a member of our team and 
to those of you who aren�t, we hope you will join us! 
Dee Jerge        
Vice President � Sewing Team    

Information & Contacts 

Please visit                        
soldiersangelsforum.com            

scroll down to                     
"SA Team Forums,"    

click on "Sewing Teams." 
 

Sewing Team VP                                    
Director Blankets of Hope 
Dee Jerge 
Blanketsofhope@soldiersangels.org 
deejerge@hotmail.com 
 

Crafts Corner/Crochet Team 

Twyla Choate  
sa.veteransvp@gmail.com 
twylachoate@tx.rr.com 

 

Captain  

Operation Top Knot 
Audri Cid 
operationtopknot@gmail.com  

 

Germany - Blankets of Hope 

MaryAnn Philips 
maryann.phillips@gmail.com 
 

Captain 

Sand and Cooling Scarves 
Deborah Delcorio 
delcorio@sbcglobal.net  

����...from the Sewing Team  
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May No Soldier Go Unloved Book I                      

 All purchases made on this site are considered donations to Soldiers' Angels that go directly to supporting our vital mission.                                    
All donations to Soldiers' Angels are tax deductible to the full extent allowed by law. Please consult your tax advisor.                                          

For more information about Soldiers' Angels, please visit our website at: www.soldiersangels.org 

May No Soldier Go Unloved is book number one in a series that 
chronicles the history of Soldiers' Angels, an organization dedicated to 
the support of the brave men and women who serve our nation so     
honorably. Written by Jeff Bader, husband of Patti Patton-Bader who 
founded this organization, book one centers around how Soldiers'            
Angels started and the mission it set forth.  

Angels gather on a daily basis for camaraderie,                        
connectivity and communication at 

www.soldiersangelsforum.com 
Check out Jeff�s website to read more letters from the Troops 

www.jeffbader.com 

Angel Carol Bishop looks on as author 
Jeff Bader signs a copy for her soldier. 

Our Price: $15.95 
Product Code: BADERBOOK 
 

www.angelsstore.org 

�A captivating account of Soldiers� Angels, absolutely a  must read, 
but be sure to have some Kleenex handy!                  

This is a book to cherish forever.� 
 ~ Janet Kelley from Patten, ME  
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The Soldier Support teams are focused on responding to the needs of deployed heroes.   
  
• The Angel Baker Team has seen a �changing of the guard� with founder Sara Erlich moving into more 

administrative responsibility. Catherine Dalton has graciously accepted and is energetically pursuing the 
Angel Bakers reaching new heights in 2008.  From a few bakers sending goodies to a small unit a few 
years ago, it�s estimated over 1000 boxes of goodies were shipped in 2007.   

 
• Karen Gill heads up the Chaplain Support Team supporting special members of the armed services 

who are depended on in times good and bad.  Along with the �regular� support that includes literally doz-
ens of care packages each week for the Chaplains to pass out, the past month was like �Christmas in 
March� with the distribution of literally thousands of Bibles on DVD.  

  
• The Letter Writing Team headed by Linda Spurlin Dominik has some incredible statistics. While it�s 

hard to believe that 2006�s figure of over ONE HUNDRED SIXTY THOUSAND letters would be topped, 
the 2007 report documents over TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND letters sent to deployed heroes. This is a 
very conservative estimate as it assumes only one letter when in reality many times the Angel will continue 
to correspond with their LWT Soldier.   

 
• Carol Bishop and Eileen Ragen head up the TLC Team, responding to critical needs from a fire in the 

camp to a unit that suffered casualties to a group that can�t face one more MRE.  Recently her team                     
mobilized to get special support for a unit cut off of one of their supply lines due to some local political 
conditions. 

 
• Hero Flight Team is headed up by Kassie Claughton.  This team has provided 147 flights in March 

alone!  Unfortunately the number of wounded and fallen increased this month requiring us to step up             
even more, we are reaching out for donations everywhere now to help.  

 
• Kassie also heads up the K9 Support Team               

providing assistance to our four legged heroes and 
their handlers. Word from the sandbox is that            
Soldiers' Angels K-9 team is the only group that is 
specifically dedicated to our often forgotten                            
Heroes!  We are in the process of helping two            
different bases build kennels overseas for our 
dogs, so that deployment is a bit easier on them 
too.   

 
 
 If you want to make a difference in the lives            
of one of our deployed heroes, there is a team that 
would love to have you share your talents.  It can be             
a one time thing, responding to a specific TLC request 
or you can take on continued involvement through the 
Letter Writing Team.   
 
If you have questions about these teams or want to get involved contact Lisa Nyberg: LNberg@imfin.net 



Page 11                                                Vice President Maryann Phillips - Germany Medical Team 

 

 Contrary to popular belief, not all medevacs out of theater are Wounded in Action. WIAs have                 
accounted for approximately 11,000 or 22% of the patients. A roughly equal number are classified as                
non-battle injuries. NBIs can result from vehicle rollovers or work with dangerous equipment. The remainder 
are called "Disease/other" by the DoD. Service members downrange are subject to the same ailments they 
might have suffered back home. 
 Although violence is down throughout Iraq, the number of total medevacs has remained fairly stable 
due to the high number of deployed service members. Statistics show that the number of inbound patients 
from Iraq (not including Afghanistan) has gone down from a peak of 771 in June 2007, to 564 in February 
this year.  
 Unfortunately we've seen an uptick in medevacs to Germany in March which has considerably                   
reduced our supply reserves.   
 
Items Most Needed: 
- Phone cards 
- Sweatpants & Zippered Hoodie Sweatshirts, grey or dark colors, sizes L and XL 
- Sleep pants, sizes M, L, XL 
- Boxer briefs, sizes M, L, XL 
- Toothbrushes, individually wrapped 
- Blankets of Hope 
- Body lotion 
- Flip flops, large men's sizes only 
- Coffee, ground and vacuum-packed 
 

 
If you would like to support our service members transitioning through Germany,                                       

please email MaryAnn of SA Germany at maryann.phillips@gmail.com. 
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The 435th Contingency Aeromedical Staging Facility (CASF) at Ramstein Air Force Base             
in Germany recently received its 50,000th patient since 2003. 

Airmen transport a wounded service 
member from a C-17 to a bus bound                

for Landstuhl Regional Medical Center 
at Ramstein Air Base.                                  

Photo: Ben Bloker / S&S 

21st TSC, Medical Transient Detachment 
ATTN: Soldiers� Angels, MaryAnn Phillips 

UNIT 23203 
APO AE 09263 
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Hello Angels,  
 Recently, I received a phone call from one of the wounded warriors that Soldiers� Angels has been                   
supporting for over a year. This young man told me he was starting his MedBoard process and hopes to be 
going to a college near one of the medical facilities that we currently support. He was so very grateful for all 
the support shown by Soldiers� Angels, that he is going to "join the ranks" and offer support to the warriors 
from a warriors prospective! 
  Angels - the cards and letters that are sent to these heroes are appreciated. Most every warrior we 
meet, says how much they mean to them. 
 
Lynette Roncin 

soldiersangels@gmail.com �  1792 E. Washington Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104  �  (615) 676-0239 �  www.soldiersangels.org 
Soldiers� Angels is an all volunteer, non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization  �  Tax ID#: 20-0583415 

WIA is the abbreviation standing for Wounded In Action. 

The Purple Heart is an American decoration-the oldest military decoration in 
the world in present use and the first American award made available to the common 
soldier. It was initially created as the Badge of Military Merit by one of the world's 
most famed and best-loved heroes-General George Washington. General Washington 
is often pictured as a cold, stern soldier, a proud aristocrat. Yet we know he showed 
sympathy and concern for his troops, and was not too proud to pray humbly on his 
knees for his beloved country and for the men who served it, and him, so bravely and 
loyally. His keen appreciation of the importance of the common soldier in any cam-
paign impelled him to recognize outstanding valor and merit by granting a commission 
or an advance in rank to deserving individuals. In the summer of 1782 he was ordered 
by the Continental Congress to cease doing so-there were no funds to pay the soldiers, 
much less the officers! 
            Deprived of his usual means of reward, he must have searched for a substitute. 
Shortly after receiving the "stop" order from Congress, he wrote his memorable Gen-
eral Orders of August 7, 1782, which read in part as follows: 
 "The General, ever desirous to cherish virtuous ambition in his soldiers as well 
as foster and encourage every species of military merit, directs that whenever any sin-
gularly meritorious action is performed, the author of it shall be permitted to wear on 
his facings, over his left breast, the figure of a heart in purple cloth or silk edged with 
narrow lace or binding. Not only instances of unusual gallantry but also of extraordi-
nary fidelity and essential service in any way shall meet with due reward. The name 
and regiment of the persons so certified are to be enrolled in a Book of Merit which 
shall be kept in the orderly room." The order further states: "Men who have merited 
this distinction to be suffered to pass all guards and sentinels which officers are per-
mitted to do. The order to be retroactive to the earliest stages of the war, and to be a 
permanent one." Washington ended his order with: "The road to glory in a patriot 
army and a free country is thus open to all." 

 Lost or misfiled for almost 150 years among the War Department Records at 
Washington, D.C., this important paper came to light during the search for Washing-
ton's papers prior to the celebration of his bicentennial in 1932. With it were the dra-
matic accounts of three soldiers who received the decoration at Newburgh, N.Y., at 
Washington's Headquarters. The Book of Merit has not been found. The U.S. War             
Department revived the Purple Heart decoration on February 22, 1932.                                       
Information retrieved from www.purpleheart.org 

The PURPLE HEART                
is awarded to members of 
the armed forces of the U.S. 
who are wounded by an  
instrument of war in the 
hands of the enemy and 
posthumously to the next           
of kin in the name of those 
who are killed in action or 
die of wounds received in 
action. It is specifically a 
combat decoration. 

Military Order of the Purple Heart of the USA 
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 After the Sept 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, and when the U.S. began deploying troops to Afghanistan and 
later, Iraq, something stirred me to action. I am very proud of our country and what we are trying to do. I also 
had this gnawing feeling that, for these patriots, our kids, there would be a need for kind words of hope and 
support from back home.  
 I did not personally know a soldier overseas, so I went online to www.soldiersangels.org and adopted 
my first soldier. Once I started writing, my efforts, and rewards, began to snowball. Now, of my many roles, I 
am the Vice President assigned to the following special teams.   
  
• E-voice Team - Mike Smith: msmith1@cableone.net 
The E-voice team is made up 6 people: Mike Smith, Kassie Claughton, Ramona Leff, Caron Rogers, Denise 
Ramsey, and Betsy Rhodes.  This team�s responsibilities include picking up all the messages on the Soldiers� 
Angels main phone line. They return each call, handling the caller's inquiry or determining who the message 
should be forwarded to for handling. They average close to 250 calls a month with each team member                  
responsible for a day of the week. They are not out �on the Soldiers� Angels Front Lines,� but they are often 
the first impression people get of Soldiers' Angels 
                                                                    
• Operation Outreach/SOS: Kids - Pam Kazlauskas:  pckaz@sbcglobal.net  
The purpose of Operation SOS: KIDS is to send humanitarian relief through shipments to American soldiers 
for distribution to children in Iraq and Afghanistan, and other areas where our Heroes are deployed. U.S.                
Soldiers often give up their own goodies and snacks to be able to share with the children they see every day. 
 

• Operation Top Knot - Audri Cid: operationtopknot@gmail.com  
Operation Top Knot sends gifts to military families expecting a baby.  They send blankets, booties, hats,   
clothing, diapers, bottles, and anything else a family would need for a new baby.  They answer the call of 
families expecting their first child or their fifth, families with children experiencing hard times, and children  
of wounded soldiers. There are roughly 400 people on the mailing list for our team. From our inception 5 years 
ago we have showered hundreds of families, and we plan to continue this tradition for years to come. 
 
• Verification & Recommendation Team (VAR) - Ramona Leff:  soldiersangelsvarteam@gmail.com 
The VAR Team is the Verification and Recommendation Team. Ramona Leff is the team leader, with Carol 
Irvine answering the phone calls for help. This team helps any our military and their families in special                
situations. The VAR team verifies paperwork, does research on the families, creates a funding form and               
submits it to our Soldiers� Angels office for recommendation to help the military family or not.  
 
 Since Soldiers� Angels founding and through the ongoing growth and creation of SA teams and             
special projects, we have reached out to thousands of Soldiers and their families. Yet, there are more and more 
requests coming in for help and hope. If you would like further information on upcoming special projects and 
programs, please contact: Caren Vink at  jcyooper@sbcglobal.net or 615-676-0239.   
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The Dream Team���. 
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April: Month of the Military Child 

soldiersangels@gmail.com �  1792 E. Washington Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104  �  (615) 676-0239 �  www.soldiersangels.org 
Soldiers� Angels is an all volunteer, non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization  �  Tax ID#: 20-0583415 

 
Whereas, Thousands of brave Americans have demonstrated their courage and commitment to 
freedom by serving the armed forces of the United States of America in active duty posts 
around the world; and, 
 
Whereas, More than 40 percent of these soldiers, sailors, airmen, and Marines have left      
families with children behind; and, 
 
Whereas, More than one million of America's children have at least one parent currently              
serving active military duty; and, 
 
Whereas, These children are a source of pride and honor to us all, and it is only fitting that we 
take time to recognize their contributions, celebrate their spirit, and let our men and women in 
uniform know that while they're taking care of us, we're taking care of their children; and, 
 
Whereas, The recognition of the "Month of the Military Child" will allow us to pay tribute to 
military children for their commitment, their struggles and their unconditional support of our 
troops, because when parents serve in the military, their Kids Serve Too; and, 
 
Whereas, A month-long salute to military children will encourage support for "Kids Serve 
Too" and other organizations and campaigns established to provide direct support to military 
children and families; and now therefore be it, 
 
Resolved, That I, Patti Patton - Bader, founder of Soldiers� Angels, do hereby proclaim April 
2008, as The Month of the Military Child within the Soldiers� Angels organization.  
 
I encourage all Angels to observe the month with appropriate ceremonies and activities that 
honor, support and thank military children. 
 

Patti Patton - Bader 
Founder of Soldiers� Angels 
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Angel Board:  

Start Planning Now for Angels in Action 
850 Miles - Check out Mike�s progress - www.850miles.com 

America Supports You "Patriots Rally '08� in May - www.nrotc.org 
Take a Soldier (Vet) Fishing - www.takeasoldierfishing.com 

America Supports You Freedom Walk in September 
Memorial Day Weekend  

May is Military Appreciation Month!!!!! 

Happy Birthday to the U.S. Army Reserve                       
celebrating 100 years officially on April 23, 2008. 

 
Soldiers' Angels is proud to support the U.S. Army Reserve in this celebration.                         

We appreciate the soldiers, veterans and their families and the services and                           
sacrifices  that have been made in this century of �Army Strong�. 

Until they all come home�� 
Sgt. Keith Matthew Maupin is coming home. 

 
The Department of Defense today announced the change in status of a soldier supporting Operation 
Iraqi Freedom from missing-captured to deceased. The armed forces medical examiner confirmed on 
March 29, human remains recovered in Iraq were those of Staff Sgt. Keith M. Maupin, 24, of Batavia, 
Ohio. Maupin had been listed as missing-captured since April 16, 2004. His convoy came under attack 
by individuals using rocket-propelled grenades and small arms fire on April 9, 2004. He was assigned 
to the 724th Transportation Company, Bartonville, Ill.     

Keep his family and friends in your thoughts and prayer. 



Soldiers� Angels 
1792 E. Washington Blvd. 

Pasadena, CA 91104   
 

Soldiers� Angels 
 

May No Soldier Go Unloved,  

May No Soldier Walk Alone, 

May No Soldier Be Forgotten, 

Until They All Come Home. 

SoldiersAngels.org 


