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Beyond The Holiday Season  

It is our hope that our friends, Angels and especially our 
Armed Forces had a safe Holiday Season, a Merry Christ-

mas and happy, healthy and safe New Yearsô celebration.  
In todayôs economy we understand that money is tight for 

everyone, and because of this, EVERYONE at Soldiersô An-

gels is extremely grateful for the support and donations 
that were given this yearï from Angels and partners and 

everyone in between. THANK YOU! 

Whether itôs a deployment to Iraq, Afghanistan or any-

where else on the earth, our brave men and women are in 
harmôs way (just because the threat isnôt obvious doesnôt 

mean itôs not there).  Armed Forces are completely made 
up of brave men and women who volunteer to serve their 

country and defend our freedom and way life!  

The men and women of the Armed Forces serve voluntarily 
and many know the role that they are about to undertake; 

you may not agree with their orders these days, but these 
brave amazing men and women should be supported and 

appreciated by the people they serve. 

This holiday season our troops knew America was thinking of them, but ñItôs after Christmas that things can get really tough.  

When the decorations are put away, the last treat has been eaten and the party in the tent in Afghanistan or the base in 
America is over, thereôs a letdown 

for everyoneðthe troops, their 

families, and the volunteers,ò says 
Patti Patton-Bader.  ñWhen morale 

takes a dip during deployment, 
soldiers sometimes tell each other, 

óWeôre at war; America is at the 
mall.ô Now, a lot of us have been at 

the mall lately, but DID NOT FOR-
GET the troops!ò 

Twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year (366 

when itôs a leap year) our Armed Forces answer the call of duty.  They 
donôt get a break, so why should the supporters take a break just be-

cause the holiday season is over? Help us ensure that are Armed Forces 
DONôT feel forgotten! ñThere are still wounded warriorsé still deployed 

heroesé still veterans who need to know someone caresé still families 
on the homefront who need our support,ò Patti reminds us. 

Certainly part of the spirit of the holidays is giving of yourself or helping 
others.  So, ñPlease help us ensure Angel support and care packages 

flow seamlessly through the year,ò as Patti says.   

Wondering how you can help? ñTake a moment to donate $5, $10, $25 
or even $100 or more to make sure our military heroes and their fami-

lies know that we have NOT FORGOTTEN them, to make sure that Sol-
diersô Angels is standing behind them, watching over them and backing 

them up as they do their vital job. Want to help but unable to make a 
monetary donation?  You can write a letter of encouragement, have 

children draw pictures, sew sand scarves or send small gifts such as 
hygiene items. 
 

 

ñIt is because of THEIR SERVICE AND SACRIFICE that we have a safe and 
comfortable country in which to celebrate with family and friends.ò 

-  Patti Patton -Bader  
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A Soldierôs Thank You 

Dear Jolene, Mike, Ross, MOM, DAD and Loretta 
and all of the ANGELS; 

I want to thank you all very very very very much 
and also thank you for the package with the good-

ies in it that was waiting for me when I got home.  

ALL of you have been so very very special to me 

and the guys and gals and you all made out time 
there easier with your thoughts, cards and items 

from home. 

I leave behind eleven (11) TEAMMATES who gave 
their lives for our country, I wish there could have 

been something I could have done to prevent that 
but I will have to live with that pain in my heart and 

I will keep them all alive there as well.  

SO I will enjoy this Christmas and New years with 

my family. One note to mention is I already was 
notified that I may be heading to AFGHAN in Febru-

ary already due to the need for my expert qualifica-

tions to do there what  I did in Iraq.   I will see what 
time brings. 

So THANK YOU AGAIN, HAVE A GREAT HOLIDAY 
AND I WILL BE IN TOUCH ALWAYS, MY LOVE AND 

HEARTFELT JOY GOES OUT TO ALL OF YOU 

JOE 

To Donate:  

 
Text SOLDIERS to 20222 ($5) 

 
Soldiers' Angels 

4408 N PanAm Exprwy 

San Antonio, TX 78218  
 

soldiersangels.org/donate.html 

http://www.soldiersangels.org/donate.html
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Dear Angels, 

 
It has been a very hectic month, lots going on around the Angel world.   

 
Of course Christmas is in full swing and Soldiersô Angels has again surpassed previous feats, but this year one thing I am so 

impressed by is the adoption of families at this time of year. The economy ðthough starting to come backðhas really hit our 
military and veteran families hard, and Soldiersô Angels has really made an impact on the lives of many family members this 

holiday season.  Last year we faced around 300 needy families and I thought that was an impressive accomplishment to even 
get close.  Well, in contrast this year, we received requests for 1200+ and you wonderful Angels stepped up in so many differ-

ent ways to make sure it was a great Christmas for them.  I am so humbled to think of how this was even possible and the 

enormity of the task completed by Angels is inspiring. This is really what makes the holidays specialðwhen as a community we 
can come together, share what we have to improve our neighborôs life.  

 
In addition to the families, Soldiersô Angels again leads the charge in sending support forward.  The goals and task were sim-

ple: get as much into the combat theater as possible and spread the wealth. Each Angel facility had benchmarks to make and 
worked tirelessly to meet them. Despite challenges, the volunteers and staff were able to get the shipments out. It required a 

great relationship with the US Postal Service that helped pick up and transport packages after regular work hours to ensure w e 
got packages to the troops. Last year we were able to get packages for 70,000 troops, and this year we hope to confirm in 

January that we got to more than 100,000.  

 
To EVERY Soldiers' Angel, from myself and the staff, I just want to share my deepest of gratitude. Its inspiring to work ever y 

day and to meet and see the greatest of Americans supporting the brave men and women that have served or are currently 
serving our great country. Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and God Bless the Troops. 

 
Toby Nunn,  

Executive Director  
Soldiersô Angels  

The Voices of the Angels  
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As you know, I meet a lot of people while on the road. A lot of times, I meet 

someone and they make a lasting impression on me. This is true of the gentleman 
I am about to introduce you to. I've named him "The Most Un -Selfish Man in the 

World". His real name is Jeff Bader and he has earned this month's Fan Club 
Member of the Month. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Jeff in Memphis, TN many months ago. Jeff and his 
wife Patti are the Founders of Soldiers' Angels. Soldiers' Angels is a volunteer-led 

nonprofit organization with hundreds of thousands of volunteers providing aid and 
comfort to the men and women of the United States Army, Marines, Navy, Air 

Force, Coast Guard, veterans and their families. This is the organization that is 

helping us with our Letters for Lyrics campaign. Jeff came out to volunteer for 
Letters for Lyrics at the Memphis show and told me that day that he was going to 

try to come to a lot of shows and help the volunteers gather written letters. Little 
did I know then I would work with Jeff at every show from that point forward.  

The reason I named Jeff "The Most Un-Selfish Man in the World" is because he 
does everything in his life to help others, yet wants NO recognition for it at all. He 

rents his own car, stays in his own hotel, buys his own gas and food and shows up at every show to write letters to the sol-
diers. He asks me for nothing. When I offer to feed him at the Eat & Greet, he tells me that it is ok, he doesn't want to put  us 

out, he just wants to help us collect letters for the soldiers. He never asks to go back stage, or see the band, or anything.  He 

just shows up in every city with a huge smile on his face and the most incredible, positive attitude. Jeff also joined the Za mily 
because he loved being a part of our team.  

Jeff recently presented every band member, the Southern Ground Artists and myself with a beautiful 
award for all that we are doing to help Soldier's Angels. In my opinion, Jeff Bader deserves an award 

for being "The Most Un-Selfish Man in the World. "My new, very good friend has made me want to be a 
better person. He inspires me on a daily basis and I hope his story can inspire you.  

Thank you for your dedication to all Soldiers, Jeff. This world is a better place because you are in it.  

ðT Bird (Head of the ZBB fan club) 

Zac Brown Band Recognizes Jeff Bader  by ñT Birdò 

Pound for Pound  
Coffee anyone? I know I love my Starbucks, especially if Iôm dealing with my dog.  
What if you had 588 pounds of coffee? You would most definitely be wired and 
ready to go, wouldnôt you? 

When an Angel discovers that a company is offering a product for free and itôs 
something they know our heroes would enjoy, they jump on it right away.  That is 

exactly what Angel Earl Moon did.  Angel Earl contacted The Rogers Family Coffee 
Company after seeing an online posting for free coffee.  In Earlôs own words... 

ñI contacted the company, but the form I had to fill out required the soldierôs email 
address to confirm that he wanted the coffee and that the address was correct.  I 

don't give out info like that, ever!ò  So, Earl wrote an email directly to The Rogers 

Family Coffee Company.  He wasnôt planning on a reply, but to his amazement, 
Warren Yamauchi, an employee of the company, emailed him!  Yamauchi said that 

as long as the addresses provided were correct, the company would send it to that 
address as if it was coming from Earl directly.   

The only thing that was discussed was that the coffe was for the chaplains who 
ñsaw so many soldiers, plus it was a relaxing way to talk to them,ò Earl recalls.  ñWe never mentioned specific amounts, just 

how much they needed it and how important it was.ò 

To Earlôs utter shock, the Rogers Family Coffee Company donated a total of 558 pounds of coffee, divided among six different 

Chaplain units, for an amazing spontaneous donation valued at $4,000! 

Coffee is one of the most common requests from the deployed, so Soldiersô Angels is deeply grateful for all the great coffee 
companies who help us support the troops!   

 Thank you to Angel Mary Ann Foote  for sharing  the story and Angel Earl Moon for thinking of the troops.   

But most of all, THANK YOU to the Rogers Family Coffee  Company for such a generous donation!  



Page 5  

 

Whatôs Ahead?? 

 

2010 has come to an end and 2011 is just beginning.  This new year 

means that Soldiersô Angels is about to celebrate itôs 8th anniversary 
of support the brave men and women of our Armed Forces. So, what 

new and exciting things does 2011 hold for Soldiersô Angels?  I hope 
everyone is sitting on the edge of their seats because you are about 

to find out!  

Over the 2010 holiday season, Mark Seavey and Matthew Burden, 

two of the Soldiersô Angels Trustees, were asked to receive a thank 
you from Admiral and Mrs. Mullen at their quarters. At the ceremony 

it seemed like everyone was thereðfrom the Chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs himself, to his chief of security (a USAF major whom Soldiersô 
Angels helped send packages to her kids when she was in Afghani-

stan), to wounded troops from Walter Reed and Bethesda. 

The 2011 goals and plans havenôt been completely revealed, but the 

ones that were revealed are quite exciting...  

In Juneôs Newsletter, you read how the famed Old Guard Horses are 

assisting our wounded warriors with a special kind of therapy. Our 
very own Jeff Bader, Mark Seavey and Matthew Burden are working 

on a new program called Heroes and Horses. In 2011, Soldiersô An-
gels is going to send three groups of combat veterans to a working 
ranch on the border of Yellowstone National Park in Southwest Mon-

tana. There the veterans will learn how to be world class horsemen 
and guides who can travel into the Tobacco Root Mountains to build 

their confidence, horse skills and teamwork skills. It is hoped that 
working with the horses on the ranch will help veterans with PTSD 

stay focused and improve their concentration skills. 

Playing a musical instrument can be challenging even with good mo-

tor skills and not having a disability, but ñplaying music has been 

proven to help combat vets reduce stress and increase focus and 
concentration,ò says Matthew Burden. ñJeff Bader has been working with the Yamaha corporation and physicians to build a 

world class music instruction and therapy program.ñ  Relearning or learning something new after an injuryðwhether that in-
jury is noticeable or invisibleðcan be a big challenge, but it can also be a huge part of recovery.  ñA big thanks goes out to 

Yamaha, who will be building the very first Soldiers' Angels adaptable guitar!ò Burden adds. 

As care package shipments to and combat activity in Afghanistan are on the rise, Soldiersô Angels will be focusing on our long-

established projects as well.  Two of these projectsðSoldiersô Angels Germany and our Medical Support Teamðare the efforts 
that support Americaôs medics and military hospitals, the medical personnel 

that are the  first ones to receive our wounded. These deployed heroes are 

the first ones to provide much need medical attention to the injured, 
wounded and sick. By providing support to them we are not only support-

ing medical personnel, but the wounded and sick they treat. Do you re-
member when you were sick or hurt? Who was there? Mom, Dad?  

Grandma or Grandpa? This battlefield wounds are different, but like you, all 
our wounded want is to know and feel that someone cares and that they 

are NOT forgotten!   

ñOur other teams will be more active in 2011 as well in support of our de-

ployed, wounded, military families, and Gold Star families,ò Burden says.  

ñAll of your efforts will make a significant impact as we expect the fighting 
to continue and increase in 2011.ò  

2011 looks like it is going to be a jam -packed year with a great need for 
our work to continue, and exciting new ways to do what Angels do best: 
SUPPORT, LOVE and APPRECIATE our Armed Forces who sacrifice so much 
for America! 

Thank you  to Trustee Matthew Burden for taking time to do an interview during Christmas.   



Soldiers Race for the Angels  

In a surprising switcheroo, a group of deployed medical personnel in Afghanistan 
raised nearly $6000 for Soldiersô Angels!  

The Kandahar base hospital in Afghanistan is one of the three biggest medical 
units Soldiersô Angels supports and they wanted to give back to those who have 

helped so much with their mission.    On October 17, the staff and medics at the 

hospital organized a 5K race to raise funds for Soldiers' Angels and celebrate the 
U.S. Navyôs birthday (October 13).   

It was an international effort as 613 members of the NATO coalition ran the race, 
with an additional 70+ people volunteering to make the event a smashing suc-

cess.  Runners included military personnel from Canada, Slovakia, Holland and 
more, as well as civilian contractors.  U.S. Navy Corpsman HM1 Tracy Scott and 

Canadian Army Medic LCpl Louis Robert led the way in a smashing success, rais-
ing $5090 for Soldiersô Angels through an entry fee of $10 per runner.   

Cooperation was also evident among troop support organizations.  The USO 

stepped up to help out and support Soldiersô Angels by donating commemorative 
T-shirts for the raceðthe USO logo appeared on the breast pocket of each shirt, 

with the back sporting a map of Afghanistan showing all the Navy unitsô names 
around the map and the words "Benefitting Soldiers' Angels" at the bottom.    The 

winners received Soldierôs Angels bags and other Angel goodies. 

The race was a ñsmashing success,ò as Tracy reported by email, ñIt began at 0600 

[6 a.m.] on 17 Oct...and it was cooollldddd!   We gave prizes to top 3 males and 
top 3 females.  It was a 5K (3.1 miles) and the first to cross the finish line was a 

male who clocked in at a crazy 17 minutes!!ò 

Tracy also explained a bit about why Soldiersô Angels has meant so much to the 
medical personnel in Kandahar.  ñI whole heartedly appreciate everything that 

Soldiers' Angels has done to make the lives of our wounded warriors better.   I 
wish I could take pictures of the guys' smiles when we deliver the backpacks to 

them...   They truly appreciate the generosity and I can see that their morale is instantly lifted.   There are three of us at the  
hospital that hold the collateral duty of being Soldiers' Angels Representative; we take turns delivering backpacks to the gu ys.ò 

The KAF Role 3 MMU hospital at Kandahar Air Field has been one of the biggest medical support missions for Soldiersô Angels.  
Since making contact in 2008, the Soldierôs Angels Medical Support team has shipped an average of 60 First Response Back-

packs per month, countless additional packages of clothing, linens, toiletries, snacks, coffee and enough Christmas decorations 

and gifts for the 100 medical staff and the many in and out -patients that they treat every week.   The facility serves the mili-
tary population of the base at Kandahar ð some 10,000 people ð as well as the Afghan army and national police units in the 

area, and delivers humanitarian medical care to local civilians. 

Soldiersô Angels sends its biggest thanks to everyone who helped organize this, especially to the members of our military who 

decided to give back so much to help Soldiersô Angels! 
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These soldiers ran in 25-pounds of armor!  

http://soldiersangels.org/first-response-backpacks.html
http://soldiersangels.org/first-response-backpacks.html


OPCP In Afghanistan & On Fox News  

Care packages packed with love and support from military 
families, defense contractor BAE Systems and Soldiers' An-

gels at Ft. Campbell recently arrived in Afghanistan.  It was 
a complete surprise to the unit, and they were deeply 

touched to receive such evidence of such caring and love.  

Part of Operation Patriot Care Package II (OPCP), the pack-
ages were designed to increase homefront connectedness 

and support for a specially-selected, hard-hit unit of the 
101st Airborne in Afghanistan.   

Spearheaded by documentarian Michael Slee, OPCP II con-
nected deployed Soldiers and their families while chronicling 

deployment from both sides of military life ðthe homefront 
and the frontlines.   Soldiersô Angels and BAE joined Slee this 

year to show military families and their Soldiers how much 

support they have from their fellow Americans.  

ñI come from a military family,ò says Slee.  ñI know what itôs like when Dadôs 

gone and Mom is óDad.ôò  Recognizing that unlike their deployed heroes, the 
families at home donôt always have a mission to distract them from the pain 

and fear of deployment, Slee created Operation Patriot Care Package to ñgive 
the families a mission and bring them together with people who understand ð

thatôs the purpose behind the effort.  Not only do they fill packages, but via 
video they see the arrival and opening of the packages, and how much the 

gifts are appreciated.ò 

According to military wife Jessica, that objective was achieved.  ñItôs an amaz-
ing experience to know that weôre able to contributeéIt makes us feel good to 

think that theyôre going to have a smile on their faces over there,ò she says. 

Slee spent three days at Ft. Campbell with the families, documenting their 

homefront experiences and covering a family with a soldier on leave, before 
traveling to the unitôs location in Afghanistan.  There he covered the mission 

and receipt of the care packages.   

On December 28, a long excerpt from Sleeôs work was featured on Fox Newsô 

Hannity show.  The heart-tugging segment covered soldiersô reactions to re-

ceiving the care packages and strongly emphasized the role of Soldiersô Angels 
and BAE Systems in the project.  The host of 

the show also directed viewers to Soldiersan-
gels.org for more information, resulting in a 

33% increase in visits to the website.   

In addition, Fox & Friends reunited the wives 

and Soldiers involved in the documentary live 
via satellite two days later, and more reunions 

occurred on New Yearôs Day.    
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To see the video Slee prepared 
for Fox, click here , or visit 

www.FoxNews.com and search 
for ñspending the holidays on 

the front lines.ò 

Additional info can be found at 
www.PatriotCarePackage.com.   

http://www.foxnews.com/on-air/hannity/index.html?%2Fv%2F4476966%2Fspending-the-holidays-on-the-frontlines%2F%3Fplaylist_id=86924


New Soldiersô Angels Project - ñItôs Me!ò 

Soldiers' Angels proudly announces Operation It's Me! 

With the support of Soldiers' Angels, Artist Susie Allen of Colorado is now providing 

beautiful pencil or charcoal drawings of deployed service members as gifts of love 
and appreciation to their parents.  

Spurred to action when she realized that instead of just sympathizing with the bur-

dens of military families, she could do something to hopefully lift the spirits of par-
ents worried about their deployed child, Susie conceived Operation It's Me.  ñIf I 

were waiting for the phone to ring and I ran to pick it up,ò Susie explains.  ñI would 
want to hear, óHi, Momma/Honey, it's me!ô  When the package with the deployed 

hero's portrait comes to the recipient and they open it, that portrait should say, óHi, 
it's ME!ôò  

Operation It's Me is truly a gift of the heart from Susie.   ñWhen I first began think-
ing this through,ò she says, ñI pulled a daily affirmation card out of a pack of 50 

and it said, óUse your gifts to serve others.ôò  Thus, Susie's pencil and charcoal por-

traits of a deployed service member are available to the parents of that service 
member at no cost.   

For more information about Operation It's Me and how to request a portrait of a 
deployed son or daughter, see the Operation It's Me project page. 
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Do you have an idea for a project that addresses an unmet need  
among the troops, veterans or their families?  

 
Spend some time brainstorming how it might work in practice,  

then send an email to angels@soldiersangels.org!  

http://soldiersangels.org/its-me.html
http://soldiersangels.org/its-me.html


Interview With A Hero: Staff Sergeant Daniel Johnson  

College isnôt always the answer; there are many different paths to suc-
cess for a young adult, as this monthôs hero discovered! 

After five years of college, SSG Daniel Johnson finally got the hint that 
the college scene just wasnôt for him and in 2000 he joined the Army.  

ñI decided to try something different for a while and then use the G.I. 

Bill to go back later...10 years later.  And I've realized that another 10 
won't be too bad,ò SSG Johnson says. 

You never know when an ñAngelò will come knocking, as SSG Johnson 
learned while working at a Virginia recruiting office.  Johnsonôs Angel 

just happened to walked into the office one day to introduce herself and 
let the recruiters know about Soldiersô Angels.  The recruiter Johnsonôs 

Angel first talked too is a good friend of his, so it made sense that when 
the need arose, the recruiter would suggest Johnson be adopted. ñOnce 

I got re -stationed and he found out I was immediately getting deployed, 

he sent the Angel my address,ò Johnson explains.ò  

SSG Johnsonôs deployment to Iraq was his first and he was lucky enough to have an Angel supporting him right away!  ñIt felt 

great to know that there are people back home who support us, not just family and friends.  As a soldier, you always hear 
about support from home, but it was good to experience it first -hand,ò he says. 

Due to complex family health issues, Johnson decided not to reveal to his family that he was deployed for the first part of h is 
time in Iraq, although when he finally told his family he also added that he had an Angel and ñThey were greatly appreciative 

of what my angel did for me since they hadn't been able to send packages themselves,ò Johnson remembers.  ñIt was great to 
know that I was getting a letter every week and I looked for-

ward to every one.  Also, the things she sent me helped relax 

during the down time and I tried to spread the goodies around 
and help with the overall morale of my platoon.ò  

SSG Johnson has two short favorite stories about ñhisò Angel.  
The first story is best told in his own wordsé 

ñWell, my Angel was very patient with me.  I ended up back in 
the area near her while home on R&R leave.  After spending a 

little too much time with my buddies, I ended up missing her at 
the place we were supposed to meet (after she waited for an 

hour).  The next day, I stopped by her house to apologize and 

she was still ecstatic to see me!ò 

The second story involves Johnsonôs ñcrittersò (his three chil-

dren), who it turns out live in the same area as his Angel.  
Shortly after she found this out, Johnsonôs Angel had just taken 

home a bag full of extra Soldiersô Angels teddy bears and asked 
Johnson if she could send his children a teddy bear.  ñAfter re-

ceiving the address, she and her husband made the trip to drop 
the bears off to the kids, and I'm sure fought traffic the entire 

way there and back.  It was nice that she was willing to go a 

little extra to do that,ò says Johnson.  ñMy kids loved the bears 
by the way,ò he added. 

Asked what one thing he would like to say to all the Soldiersô 
Angels, Johnson replies, ñThank you for everything you do for 

Soldiers, and keep up the good workò  
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SSG Daniel Johnson holds his two-year-old, Katelan. 

Thank you  to  SSG Johnson for  the interview and 

the picture, but most of all THANK YOU for the 
sacrifices you have made and continue to make.  

 



Long-time Angel Cort Millar of New York, along with some fellow co-workers at BAE, recently made 100 Blankets of Belief.  He 
contacted Sewing Team Leader Dee to see if she had names so that  blankets could be sent directly to Afghanistan from To-

towa, NJ, where BAE Systems is located. Cort received ten names and addresses, sending ten care packages and blankets to 
heroes in Afghanistan, a blanket to a wounded warrior at Walter Reed Medical Center and the remaining blankets to the Sol-

diersô Angels warehouse in North Carolina. 

On December 13, Cort received an email from SGT D, one 
of the names Cort was given. It read:  

Sir, I want to thank you from the 220th Finance Det from 
Afghanistan for the care packets that you all send us. Eve-
ryone loves the blankets. It really means a lot to get stuff 
like that. It was really nice of everyone to make them for 
us. Thanks so much and God Bless each of you.   

Thanks,  
SGT D 
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Motivation to better himself by attending college ultimately led this monthôs S.A.V.E. 
Employee of the Month to Soldiersô Angels. 

In 2002, James Davison decided to join the Army in order to pay for college, where 

he played basketball.  As an Army specialist, James received orders to Iraq in 2004 
for his first deployment, where he was injured in a ricochet that resulted in a serious 

infection.  After undergoing a surgery to correct the injury, Davison given a choice 

to go through another traumatic surgery in order to possibly go back on active -duty, 
or be medically retired.  He chose 

retirement.  

ñI didn't have the honor of receiving a care package from Soldiersô An-

gels while deployed,ò Davison says.  ñI heard about SA through Opal 
Rierasô AW2 Transitions [in San Antonio].   I was separated from the 

military for about five years before I was hired by SA.  I used the 

[military/VA] vocational rehab to obtain a degree as well as a number 
of certifications.ò 

Soldiersô Angels continues to be a blessing in his life for many reasons, 
Davisson says.  ñThey have given me the stability to fulfill my dreams 

and carry out my own passions, as well as still be in the company of 

military personnel whom I understand and relate to (as opposed to 
civilians).ò  

James is the Soldiersô Angels Support Center warehouse foreman in 
San Antonio.  ñHe is ñTHE MANò who makes sure orders are filled and 

deadlines are met, along with overseeing the daily functions of the 
warehouse.  He also handles a number of other things ranging from 

organizing volunteers, to BBQing for the Monday Night football tailgate 

parties for the troops.  

ñHe's a great wounded warrior that just had a kid and is studying to 

become a barber,ò reports SA Executive Director Toby Nunn.  ñHe's 
very talented and fun to work with, and does a good job keeping peo-

ple on task.ò  
James Davison and his girlfriend Victoria. 

A special thank you to James Davison for taking the time to do the interview and for the picture, but most im-

portantly THANK YOU for the sacrifices you have made.  Congratulations on the birth of your new baby !  

S.A.V.E. Employee of the Month: James Davison  

A Christmas Thank You  
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Michigan Holiday Season  

 

 For most of America, the holiday season kicks off with Thanksgiv-

ing, but for the Angels in Michigan, the holiday season began with 
Veterans Day.  They kicked off the Michigan Holiday Care item 

drive at the Veterans Day parade.  Accompanying two families 
who lost their sons were Michigan Angels Jo Wheaton, Jen Daw-

son, Sharon Trombley, Patti VanHevel, Lori Thueme & Julie & 
Jerry Grinnel, marching wingtip to wingtip in the Michigan Veter-

ans Day Parade. 

After the Parade, the Angels headed over to Livonia, Michigan.  

ñWe were asked by Master Sergeant David Parsons if we could 

provide gifts for 41 kids of deployed Michigan Soldiers from the 
3/75th BCTD Army unit out of Livonia, said Angel Jo Wheaton.  

ñHe also needed 66 stockings for single Soldiers that had just 
returned from Iraq & would be spending the holidays here in 

Michigan.ò 

The Angels also collected enough items to make up 70 boxes to 

be sent to Camp Tillman in Afghanistan, which they assembled at 
the Village-Stinson VFW Post 9021, thanks to Mr. John Gubin.   

In November, three Michigan businesses stepped up and donated a combine total of $900.00 toward these projects, and oth-

ers pitched in.  Angel Venus received a $400 donation from BC Veterinary Home Care (her employer) and Angel Patti VanHevel 
received a $300 donation from Snelling Personnel of Roseville, all of which went to the 70 care package.  Jo also received a 

donation of 66 holiday candy tins (worth $200) from Baker College of Clinton Township, along with 66 homemade decorations 
for the stockings.  ñSharyl Vanvechten donated 30 dozen individual sized boxes of homemade cookies to include in the care 

packages,ò Jo said in an email, adding, ñSince we ended up with extra boxes, we used $275 of our Christmas money towards 
the money SA gave us to cover our shipping costs.ò 

Jo, and Angels Sharon and Bob Trombley raided Big Lots to purchase items for military children that they were shopping for, 
and Big Lots gave them a HUGE discount.  This allowed the Angels to get a few more stocking stuffer items for Camp Tillman.  

After all the shopping was done and everything was tucked away and sealed, the post office received a special delivery of 76 

care packages. 

Finallyé  Why not end 2010 with a Christmas party, but 

not just any party ðan Army Christmas party!  The Michi-
gan Angels attended a Christmas party for the 3/75th 

BCTD out of Livonia, Michigan.  Operation Homefront 
donated 44 stuffed stockings for the children at the 

party.  ñThey were stuffed with Soldiers Angel swag, 
(dog tag, pin, car magnet, bracelets & bookmark) and 

Holiday candy tin, and Sharyl Vanvechten again did her 

thing with the homemade cookies for each stocking, 
along with some fresh fruit & a bag of chips,ò reported 

Jo.  ñThe stockings will be hand delivered by Master Sgt.  
Parsons me.ò  

In addition to all of that, Michigan Soldiers Angels and 
CNC Julie Finn participated in the Lakes Area Chamber of 

Commerce Business EXPO and Taste Fest.  They distrib-
uted information about Soldiers' Angels and collected 

small donations.  Two Day Cares offered to help make 

cards for the soldiers, so it sounds like Michigan Angels 
will continue to keep their busy wings flapping!  

Thank you to Angel Jo Wheaton for sharing.   

To ALL  the Michigan Soldiersô Angels: 
THANK YOU & AWESOME Angeling!  



To kick off 2011, the Spotlighted Team is Adoptions!  

Before there was group adoptions, computer-less adoptions and mail-

stop, there wasðand still isðthe ORIGINAL Adoptions Team!  

Created by our very own Patti Pattion-Bader, the team has evolved over 

the years.  From the inception of Soldiersô Angels (2003) to 2008, every 

new Angel/first -time ñadopterò was verified by an Angel via phone to 
confirm that the new Angel was who they claimed to be along and that 

they were 18 years of age (or had their parentsô permission if not).    

With the adoption process being automated, the role of the Adoptions 

Team has changed.  These days the teamôs job is ñMaking sure there are 
no problems with the adoption, sadly processing the óreturnedô heroes 

that Angels can no longer provide for, directing heroes and Angels to the 
right place for help (i.e.  - mentor team, mailstop team, letter writing team, 

TLC, LOL),ò and more, according to Kathy Silveira, Soldiersô Angels Adop-

tions Team. 

Every Angel can adopt up to (but no more than) three óofficialô heroes.  Speaking of which, we have over 1000 heroes waiting 

to be adopted, with more being added every day.  As much as the Spotlighted Teams are usually to encourage Angels to join 
and to inform them about the team,  this 

time the purpose is to inform and encour-
age you to adopt a hero .   

ñWe need people to adopt the over 1100 
people waiting to be adopted, or just send a 

one-time care package,ò says Kathy.  A one

-time care package might even be a better 
optionðI hate to think of these men and 

women so far from home waiting weeks on 
the list without hearing from anyone until 

theyôre assigned an Angel.  It would be 
such a blessing to get them some support, 

especially around this time of year.ò 

When Soldiersô Angels was first created, the 

main goal was to adopt heroes that had no 

family or other support stateside.  That is still true eight years later, but as time has gone on, weôve discovered that the more 
support our troops have, the better they know that the people that they are defending care, support and appreciate them.  

That means the world to them, and really helps their mental outlook.  Just because a hero has a family doesnôt disqualify them 
from support, because obviously someone LOVES them enough to submit them to Soldiersô Angels. 

What the Adoptions Team truly would 
like more than an additional team 

member is for more Angels to adopt 
our heroes or send one-time care 

packages.  Each package means so 

much to our heroes; it means some-
one cares.   

Can you help show our heroes that 
they are TRULY heroes? The shy 

ones, quiet ones, funny ones and yes 
even the tough ones all need to sup-

porté 
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 Bravo To The King of Horror!  Spotlighted Team: Adoptions Team  

If you would like your team to be spotlighted, 
pick ONE member to be interviewed and send 
an email to newsletter@soldiersangels.org with 
the Subject Field ñSpotlighted Team.ò 

 
Thank you to Angel Kathy Silveira for  the interview.  

To adopt or send a one -time 
care package to a hero, please 

log in to approvedangels.com 
(you MUST BE a verified Angel).  


