
September 11 - Ten Years Later 
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this month!  
 

¶ Thereõs still time to join 
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¶ Be sure to read Angel 
Eye to hear all the excit-
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has been doing 

Inside this issue:  

Halloween 2 

Day of the De-

ployed  

4 

Six Months of 

Christmas 

5 

Dolphin Premiere 7 

Granny Gone 

Fishinõ 

8 

Sewing Team: Try 

This! 

12 

Sale-abration 15 

Angel Voices 
Dear Angels and Friends, 
 

September has been an action packed month for 

us here at Soldiers' Angels. We started off with a 

real bang; unfortunately, instead of fireworks we 

just had fires.  Soldiers' Angels founder Patti Pat-

ton Bader, her son Brandon, myself and a couple 

thousand other folks were evacuated from our 

homes as a wildfire ravaged our neighborhood 

and town.  
 

We banded together to help our families, friends 

and neighbors. It didn't take long to find veterans, 

wounded warriors and active duty service mem-

bersñin the shelters, on the news and sitting 

patiently in the parking lotsñwaiting to hear 

about our collective fate.  Navy Chief Dan Hugo 

had been home from Afghanistan only a couple of 

weeks when the fire ran through his street, com-

pletely destroying his home.  Another family with 

their husband deployed struggling to make contact 

and deal with the catastrophic loss of their homes 
and belongings. As we continued to be evacuated 
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Calling All Angels 

On September 11, 2001, America was attacked.  

With that attack came shock, heartbreak and the 

loss of life: 3000 men, women, children, military 

personnel, police and firefighters. Americans 

worldwideñand humanity at largeñwere forever 

changed that tragic day.  
 

This past September 11 was the 10th Anniversary 

of that horrific day.  From Iraq to Los Angeles and 

everywhere in between, Americans took time to 
honor, remember and reflect on what had hap-

pened ten years ago.  Throughout our great na-

tion, along with military based in Iraq and Afghani-

stan and worldwide, there were all types of cere-

monies to honor and remember all those that 

were lost. In New York at Ground Zero they 

dedicated  and opened the new memorial that 

includes names from the terrorist attacks on both 

September 11, 2001 and February 26, 1993. 
 

As horrible as that day was for everyone, good 

events coincided with the horror; 50 new lives 

came into the world in New York, forever shar-

ing that historic day. On the weekend of their 10th 

birthday, the 50 babies who are now 10 years old 

visited Ground Zero in New York to pay their 

respects.  A few days before September 11, 2010 

a group of Soldiersõ Angels had come together in 

support of Army veteran and Operation Top 

Knot Dad Sean Lofland as he and his wife Sarah 

Anne Bates brought their firstborn child into the 

world a bit early.   James Michael Bates Lofland III 

celebrated his first birthday with his parents over 

the weekend of September 11, 2011. 
 

Soldiersõ Angel Amelia Carlson said it best, òThe 

word anniversary sounds like a happy event.  Un-

fortunately, this is one anniversary that is not a 

happy event.  Across the country we cried, 

thanked God for their family and friends, and 

thanked firemen and policemen, Soldiers, Sailors, 

Airmen, Coastguard and Marines. Many of us cele- 
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For many Angels across the country, remember-
ing 9-11-2001 included a great deal of gratitude 

for all who have served in the Armed Forces 
since that awful day.  



brated a happy day of freedom even with the 

heavy weight of sadness in our hearts as we re-

membered.  After ten years, the memories and 

wounds to our hearts are still very fresh.ó 
 

Letõs take a little trip across this great nation to 

see what our fellow Angels and friends did to 

honor and remember that dayé 
 

Angels Pam Daigle, Guy Taylor and Sherry Guy 
spent their day in very similar ways, though in 

different states. During the Sunday church ser-

vice that Sherry and her family attended, their 

preacher referred to that horrible day in his 

sermon. After services and a bite to eat, òwe 

went to a parade our city put on in honor of the 

firemen, police, city workers and soldiers,ó re-

ported Sherry.  òMy husband is a fireman and my 

two oldest boys are both in the explorer pro-

gram at the fire departmentó 
 

Pam spent her day reflecting and praying.  òThis 

is one of those days you feel and know a piece of 

your heart also died that day. The rest always 

holds our military with special prayers and 

thanksgiving,ó she wrote.  For fellow Angel Guy 

Taylor, the tenth anniversary was difficult, espe-

cially since he lives ten miles from where the 

World Trade Center stood. Guy said, òI sat qui-

etly at home, reliving those moments.ó 

Marines of the Lafayette detachment of the Ma-

rine Corps League had their own plans for the 

anniversary.  They held a òStanding For the 

Fallenó event in Lafayette, Indiana  to benefit 

wounded warriors in Landstuhl.  Mark Dolfini 

and his fellow Marines stood together to raise 

about $2000 in cash and physical donations. 
 

In the suburbs of San Diego, Angels danced.  Yes, 

they danced; everyone copes with grief in their 

own ways.  Saints Constantine and Helen Greek 

Orthodox Church held the 33rd Annual Greek 

Festival that weekend.  Angel Amelia reached out 

and asked if it would be possible for Soldiersõ 

Angels to setup a booth at the festival.  òThey 

were elated that on 9-11there would be a mili-

tary support organization in attendance,ó Amelia 

recalled.  òThe community welcomed us with 

open arms and overwhelming support. The 

sounds of music and laughter were background 

for the stories and gratitude of those who visited 

our booth.ó 

San Diego Angels Cassandra, Toby, Dana, Mi-

kaela, Ashley, Deana and CNC Susan Lawson 

spent Saturday and Sunday raising awareness and 

giving the community the chance to thank the 

young men and women who are fighting for our 

way of life, and to mourn those who lost their 

lives on 9-11 and in war since then.  Daisy Scouts 

assisted as all worked for hours getting an entire 

box of thank you cards signed to mail to de-

ployed troops.  They also raised about $1500. 
 

Just as Soldiersõ Angels in San Antonio Shreve-

port had a 9-11 run, so did the city of Chesa-

peake, VA. Originally planned as a 5k run, it 

turned into a three or four-day festival, but after 

September 11, 2001 the 5K run was named  

September 11th 5K.  Angel Maria took part in it, 

and viewed the accompanying WTC/Shanksville/

Pentagon display. 
 

In Long Beach, CA Angel Vera Lusia took part in 

a candle light vigil/walk at sundown that went for 

two miles. The walked to the  Long Beach 

World Trade Center, where there was a brief 

ceremony with singing of the national anthem, 

speakers and four moments of silence to mark 

the four moments of attack on 9-11-2001. 
 

Many more Angels took part in community vol-

unteer activities, thanked troops and first re-
sponders, and actively chose to spend the day in 

remembrance and gratitude, but not all could be 

included here.  Whether  you remembered that 

horrific day quietly  at home, went out into your 

community or attended a ceremony, you all 

worked to share the most important thing above 

all else:  NEVER FORGET! 

September 11 - Ten Years Later (continued from page 1) 

òAfter ten 

years, the 

memories and 

wounds to our 

hearts are still 

very fresh.ó 
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On 9-11-2011, former 

Marine Mark Dolfini 

held a Standing for the 
Fallen event to sup-
port his wounded 

brothers and sisters 
recovering in the hos-
pital.  

Across the country, 
Angels thanked the 

troops for their war-
time service since 
September 11, 2001.  



Media and Grace Hill Media all came together 

with a private screening and red carpet premiere 

of new movie Dolphin Tale starring Morgan Free-

man, Harry Connick jr, Ashley Judd, Kris Kristof-

ferson and Austin Stowell, who plays a wounded 

warrior returning from war.  This family movie, 

made by the same team that made Academy 

Award winning The Blind Side and directed by 

Charles Martin Smith, tells the true story of 

Winter, the dolphin who lost her tail as an infant 
and refused to give up.  
 

Learning to use a prosthetic, and with human 

technology helping a fellow mammal... what more 

could be awesome?  I'll tell you: the fact that 

technology created to help this dolphin helps our 

wounded warriors and even more than that her 

spirit and message helps disabled children, 

wounded warriors and humans of all walks.  
 

I had the chance to meet this special creature 

with trustee Matt Burden last year and it 

changed our lives, which began this journey and 

relationship.  Warner Brothers made it possible 

and are also helping us send a deserving family to 

meet Winter the Dolphin in person at her home 

in Clearwater, Florida. If you know of a deserving 

family send them to www.mywoundedhero.com 

to submit and recommend! 
 

Hope everyone is looking forward to a nice fall 

and getting ready for the Day of the Deployed, 

Sale-a-bration, Holiday for Heroes and end to an 

amazing year!!! 

 

Toby J. Nunn Patti Patton-Bader 

Executive Director Founder & CEO 

more and more similar stories brought them-

selves to light. 
 

Just when the fire was starting to wear us down, 

our spirits were lifted by the first ever Run for 

Remembrance. In San Antonio, under the guid-

ance and mentorship of Board Member Ricky 

John from Shreveport, the team put on an amaz-

ing event.  It started as a concept but came to 

fruition as a endurance run and relay race where 
individuals and teams ran for nine hours, eleven 

minutes and one second to memorialize the 10th 

anniversary of the beginning of this war on ter-

ror.  The event began with Congressman Fran-

sisco Canseco, was entertained by the band Sec-

ond Chance during the run and ended with mo-

ments of silence for all events of that fateful day. 
 

At first I thought running for that long was crazy, 

but as a member of a team of nineñmost of 

which were active duty SoldiersñI found we 

gained a special fellowship that only sharing in an 

event can provideé Angels and Soldiers working 

and sharing together in a mutual cause.  
 

Local CNC Crystal Segner demonstrated what 

makes our Angels so special and all of us so 

proud to be counted in the numbers.  With a 

dedicated volunteer force she led and directed 

while inspiring all of us. The event in San Antonio 

raised about $8000 dollars while a sister event in 

Shreveport led by Trustee Ricky John included a 

fantastic 5K run also followed by inspiring mo-

ments and program. 
 

Things have yet to slow down, as a year of work 

and coordination with movie studio ALCON 

Halloween is Right Around the Corner!  Boo!  

Angel Voices (continued from page 1) 

òAt first I 

thought running 

for that long 

was crazy!ó 
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Congressman Fran-
cisco Canseco helped 

kick off the first -ever 
Run for Remembrance 
in San Antonio, late in 

the evening on Sep-
tember 10.   

With Halloween on 
the calendar and Fall 

coming soon, itõs the 
perfect time to send 
candy to the troops, 

especially chocolate.  
If you have extra 
candy after Hallow-

een, don't add it to 
your hips. Send it to 
the troops!  

America's military men and women deployed 

around the world always enjoy candy in their 

care packages, and this is the perfect time of 

year for shipping chocolateñthe cooler weather 

means it's less likely to melt!   
 

Patriotic kids and parents can send Halloween 

candy to Soldiers' Angels, who will make sure it 

gets into a care package to brighten the day of a 

service member far from home (be sure to send 

òthe good stuff,óñno crushed/melted candy or 

broken/torn wrappers, etc).  
 

Please spread the word and get your community 

involved in getting a taste of Halloween for the 

troops. Buy an extra bag or two and mail it to: 
 

Soldiers' Angels 

HALLOWEEN CARE 

4408 N PanAm Exprwy 

San Antonio, TX 78218 
 

Of course, after the holidays, troops love your 

leftover Halloween candy as well--but they also 

need candy in time to celebrate Halloween and 

the coming holiday season!  

http://www.mywoundedhero.com


A growing nationwide movement, Day of the 

Deployed has been celebrated every October 26 

since 2006.  Itõs a time for Americans to reaffirm 

their patriotism and allegiance to flag and coun-

try, and to honor the brave men and women in 

uniform who are selflessly putting their lives on 

the line to protect and preserve America. 
 

A day to honor the many selfless actions de-

manded of military members and their loved 
ones across the globe serves as a tangible re-

minder of the sacrifice being made in homes 

across America every day.  Every deployment 

reflects the deep commitment of not only the 

deploying member, but of the many friends and 

loved ones who are left behind to aid in answer-

ing our nations call.  Selfless men, women and 

children who are called upon to set aside their 

personal comfort and convenience to support 

the heroes they call mom, dad, father, mother, 

brother, sister or friend.  
 

Each year on October 26, Soldiersõ Angels, local 

and state governments, and groups of volunteers 

arrange special events to celebrate the courage 

and sacrifice of deployed military personnel and 

their families.  To get involved in your state or to 

host an event in coordination with your state 

captain, please contact DayoftheDe-

ployed@soldiersangels.org or join us on Face-

book. 
 

In honor of Day of the Deployed, businesses are 

encouraged to display the proclamation and indi-

viduals are encouraged to honor a deployed 
service member in any way they can think of, 

such as assisting the hero's family with daily 

chores, raking leaves, watching their children, or 

adopting a hero, etc. 

 

You can download a Soldiers' Angels Day of the 

Deployed logo, proclamation to print (pdf), a 

poem to be read at events, and a list of ideas for 

how to show your appreciation and support for 

deployed military personnel and their fami-

lies.  Also, please take the time to sign the peti-

tion to make Day of the Deployed a national day 

of honor.  For more information, you can visit 

Day of the Deployed on Facebook or email day-

ofthedeployed@soldiersangels.org. 

Day of the Deployed 

A day to honor 

the many 

selfless actions 

demanded of 

military 

members and 

their loved ones 

across the globe 

serves as a 

tangible 

reminder of the 

sacrifice being 

made in homes 

across America 

every day.   
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When a service mem-
ber deploys, the entire 

family sacrifices.  òDay 
of the Deployedó aims 
to acknowledge and 

honor those sacrifices.  

Proclamation Day of the Deployed 
 

 

WHEREAS, this nation is kept strong and 

free by the loyal citizens who preserve our 

precious heritage through their positives 

declaration and actions; and 
 

WHEREAS, our deployed service members 

have courageously answered their nationõs 

call to service by defending our freedoms 

on foreign lands; and 
 

WHEREAS, Americans are encouraged to 

reaffirm their patriotism and allegiance to 

our flag and country, and honor the brave 

men and women currently deployed to pro-

tect and preserve our way of life; and 
 

WHEREAS, since 2006 Soldiers' Angels has honored our deployed heroes with a 

day set aside in recognition of their hard work, dedication and commitment to the 

United States of America; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, Soldiersõ Angels hereby proclaim October 26 as DAY OF 

THE DEPLOYED throughout the United States of America and where ever our 

service members are serving. 
 

Patti Patton-Bader, Soldiers' Angels Founder 

http://www.kfyrtv.com/News_Stories.asp?news=51399
http://soldiersangels.org/uploads/shelle/dod_logo.jpg
http://soldiersangels.org/uploads/shelle/dod2009.pdf
http://soldiersangels.org/uploads/shelle/dod2009_poem.docx
http://soldiersangels.org/uploads/shelle/dod2009_ideas.pdf
http://www.gopetition.com/petition/38876.html
http://www.gopetition.com/petition/38876.html
http://www.facebook.com/dayofthedeployed
mailto:dayofthedeployed@soldiersangels.org
mailto:dayofthedeployed@soldiersangels.org


Simon Says Itõs Cards & Letters Month! 

Each month from June to December of 2011, Sol-

diersõ Angels is focusing on collecting one component 

of our Wrapped in Holiday Spirit care packages to 

help America's deployed heroes have a great Holiday 

Season this winter! 

This month we calling on loving and patriotic 

Americans to send their Holiday Greetings via 

cards and letters that will be included in care 

packages so that each hero knows someone 

specific is thinking of him or her. 

The troops love receiving yummy treats and 

comfy socks and all the other great things in a 

care package, but one of the best parts of a good 

care package is a heartfelt note or card from a 

fellow American.  It's proof that America cares 

and remembers, and is usually passed around a 

squad and shared with fellow soldiers.  It means 

so much! 

Sending a note to a hero is something anyone of 

any age can do--all that matters is that it comes 

from the heart.  For full details on how to send 

your cards and letters for Wrapped in Holiday 

Spirit care packages, click here.  

Six Months of Christmas is a great project of 

the month for a youth group, classroom, com-
munity organizations or church, etc, with mem-

bers bringing one item per month or per meet-

ing.  Energetic volunteers are also invited to 

coordinate an event/drive to raise a particular 

monthõs item (for help and support in planning a 

local Six Months of Christmas event, please email 

events@soldiersangels.org).  

Shawn to write a book to share with others.  In 

October 2010, she put together a 28-page online 

booklet gathered from her diary and personal 

notes and òpublishedó it on Facebook.  
 

Shawnõs 2010 booklet was extremely well-

received.   òI canõt tell you how many spouses 

told me, ôIt was like I was reading my own life,õó 

she says.  At the urging of her Facebook readers, 

Shawn expanded her booklet into a full-blow 
book, The War at Home,  one of the first to give 

back-and-forth, side-by-side accounts of what 

both spouses go through as they attempt to cope 

with PTSD within a marriage and family.  The 

War at Home is available on Amazon.com, with 

about $1.50 from each sale that was made from 

September 11-18, 2001 going to Soldiersõ An-

gels.   
 

Thank you, Shawn, for helping all those dealing with 

PTSD and for supporting Soldiers' Angels! 
 

For other great resources on PTSD and Combat 

Stress, check out the Real Warriors Campaign. 

When Shawn Gourleyõs husband returned from a 

U.S. Navy deployment in 2004, she knew some-

thing was different.  As a leader of the military 

police aboard an aircraft carrier, he had been on-

scene in the aftermath of several lethal and grue-

some accidents with shipmates whom he knew 

personally.  He had begun showing signs of what 

would become a serious case of PTSD.  
 

Shawn was forced to become an expert on PTSD 
as she attempted to support him through the 

issues he was facing.  In the process she became 

a resource for others and used her new book to 

raise funds for Soldiersõ Angels.  Released on 

September 11, the bookõs royalties from the first 

week were donated to Soldiersõ Angels (about 

$1.50 per copy).  
 

It all began when Shawn went to therapy with 

her husband and started to develop expertise on 

the subject of PTSD.  She found, that the knowl-

edge she received was mostly medically-focused 

and too vague to describe what the two of them 

were really going through.  òIt didnõt cover what 

was happening in our home,ó she says.  
 

Recognizing the need for those dealing with the 

effects of PTSD to share their experiences and 

wanting to help people with spouses returning 

from combat, Shawn started a page on Facebook: 

MilitaryWithPTSD. Spouses of combat veterans 

began to gather, discuss and identify the similari-

ties of all their experiences with Shawn's.  The 

site was so helpful that people began to ask 

Six Months of Christmas: Cards & Letters  

The War at Home - PTSD from Both Sides 
òI canõt tell you 

how many 

spouses told 

me, ôIt was like I 

was reading my 

own life.õó   

Page 5 Volume 1, Issue 1  

Shawnõs experience 
has turned into a re-

source for other fami-
lies dealing with 

PTSD. 

Cards and letters are 

often the best part of 

a care package! 

http://soldiersangels.org/holidays-for-heroes.html
http://teachspace.org/soldiersangels/holidaycards.html
mailto:events@soldiersangels.org?subject=Six%20Months%20of%20Christmas
http://www.amazon.com/War-Home-Familys-Fight-Against/dp/097900845X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1315849462&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/War-Home-Familys-Fight-Against/dp/097900845X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1315849462&sr=8-1
https://www.facebook.com/MilitarywithPTSD


The inaugural Soldiersõ Angels Run for Remem-

brance in San Antonio and Shreveport was a 

smashing success, honoring the victims and he-

roes of 9-11 while bringing in about $20,000 in 

fees and donations to support those who con-

tinue to sacrifice because of that day. 
 

In San Antonio, live music and fun preceded a 

nighttime run at Olmos Basin Park where 11 

teams made up of 9 runners ran a relay race (1 
mile loop) for 9 hours and 11 minutes.  There 

were also 30 ultra-marathoners from as far away 

as Seattle who ran continuously for the duration 

of the overnight event (September 10-11).  
 

More than 30 local Angel volunteers made the 

race possible through their supportive efforts, 

and United States Congressman Francisco Can-

seco spoke to the participants and volunteers 

before initiating the race which at 10:00pm on 

September 10.  Olmos Basin Park is set in the 

highly-forested area of San Antonio and runners 

ran along a scenic loop on a paved trail that 

skirts the edge of a well-illuminated part of the 

park.  They were supported with refreshments 

and routine cheers of encouragement given by 

the many volunteers who lined the course.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The San Antonio race concluded at 7:11 on the 

morning of September 11th, followed by an 

awards ceremony and a San Antonio-style break-

fast with fun, patriotic music, and the Texas State 

University Color Guard presenting the flag for 

the National Anthem.  Throughout the post-race 

activities, scheduled moments of silence to 

honor fallen Americans coincided with significant 

moments in the attacks of ten years ago. 

Sponsors for the San Antonio race included La 

Quinta, HEB, Salsalitos, Culligan, Allegra, San 

Antonio Night Out, Sunstate, United Site Ser-

vices, and Run In Texas.  For more pictures from 

San Antonio, see here and the Soldiers' Angels 
Facebook page. 
 

In Shreveport, 282 runners participated and over 

40 Angels volunteered in support roles for a 5K 

race steeped in symbolism and memory.  It began 

with moments of silence timed to coincide with 

the moment when the World Trade Center 

towers were struck.  The National Anthem was 

sung by a local Airman and runners ran under a 

large flag that the Shreveport and Bossier Fire 

Departments had positioned between two ladder 

trucks at the starting line.  Along the race route 

yellow ribbons were tied to trees as inspiration 

to the runners.  The final length of the race was 

lined with US flags and those of various military 

units, and two Army units and one Marine unit 

ran the race in formation while calling cadence.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Following the Shreveport race, Pastor Bryan 

Reed of The Simple Church led a memorial ser-

vice, beginning with a prayer remembering those 

who lost their lives in 2001.  Reed then recog-

nized the numerous local military, police, and fire 

departments in attendance, and four middle 

school students from St. Joseph Catholic School 

(including one child whose father is deployed) 

read short essays concerning the 9/11 at-

tacks.  The ceremony concluded with the singing 

of God Bless America.  
 

Like San Antonio, the Shreveport race was made 

possible by generous local sponsors and volun-

teers.  The water stop along the race was 

manned by a group of Cub Scouts and Girl 

Scouts, and food was provided by Raising Cane's, 

The Glenwood Tea Room, and local supermar-

kets Kroger and Albertsons.  Mid-City Pediatrics 

provided a medical tent.  Posters were provided 

by Benton Signs and banners by The Simple 

Church.  Additional sponsors included Etheredge 

Electric, Brentwood Hospital, Smith & John, Ev-

ans & Franklin; Benton Signs and Lamar; Rice & 

Kendig; Lane Pittard; Reinhart and Adam 

Cormier, DDS.  For more pictures of the 

Shreveport event, see the Soldiers' Angels 

Shreveport-Bossier Facebook page. 
 

Thank you to the runners, sponsors, donors and all 

who made the events a smashing success! 

Running on 9-11 
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Teams made up 

of 9 runners ran 

a relay race for 

9 hours and 11 

minutes.   

In San Antonio, over 
120 runners ran in an  

overnight ultra -

marathon commemo-
rating September 11, 

2001 and raising 
money to support 
Soldiersõ Angels work 

with the troops and 
their families.  

In Shreveport and San 
Antonio, volunteers 

cheered on the run-
ners at events raising 
about $20,000 for Sol-

diersõ Angels and 

troop support.  

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10150366543935926.415058.686815925
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10150362428506004.401179.23782461003
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10150362428506004.401179.23782461003
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Soldiers-Angels-Shreveport-Bossier-Area-Official/126829140733725
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Soldiers-Angels-Shreveport-Bossier-Area-Official/126829140733725


Last weekend the Hollywood Red Carpet was 

rolled out for some true heroes:  America's 

wounded warriors! 
 

On Sunday, Soldiersõ Angels and the Santikosõ 

Rialto Theatre hosted a Hollywood-style pre-

miere of Dolphin Tale for wounded warriors and 

their families in San Antonio, with assistance 

from ALCON Media and the creators of the 

movie.  Attendees were treated to a 3D showing 

of the film, complete with photographers, com-

plimentary drinks and popcorn, and a Q&A ses-

sion with director Charles Martin Smith and 

actor Austin Stowell, who played the 

role of Kyle, a wounded warrior cen-

tral to the story. 

Dolphin Tale is the true story of a dol-

phin whose injury results in loss of his 

tail, set within the fictional story of a 

boy who develops a connection to the 

dolphin and a wounded warrior who 

must also deal with physical loss.  

Soldiersõ Angels Executive Director 

Toby Nunn is honored to be associ-

ated with Dolphin Tale, a film he con-

siders very important.  òThis fantastic 

family movie really is a special plat-

form that can open dialogue about some tough 

subjects we as America face but sweep under the 

carpet,ó he says.  òIt's fun, feel-good and real, 

which makes it so special. Hard to believe we 

can learn some of the most important life lessons 

from a Dolphin, but I'm so glad that ALCON 

Media made this film and is using the power of 

film to promote important veteran issues into 

popular culture.ó 
 

Blog Coordinator and volunteer Lisa Luhrman 

attended the premiere and was deeply moved by 

what she saw.  òI cannot say enough good things 

about the movie. It is a wonderful family film,ó 

she said.  She especially appreciated the dignity 

and honesty of Kyleõs storyline.  òIt shows the 

sacrifice and horror of war without being 

graphic.ó  She pointed out that during a scene at 

a VA hospital, wounded warriors serve as extras 

and those with prosthetics (like the dolphin) are 

highlighted as being active and doing things they 

probably did before they got hurt.  òAll I can say 

is this: go see it.  Itõs heartwarming and inspira-

tional.ó 

Now it is time for J.R. Martinez to inspire a new 

audience, to dance to the top and share with the 

world the day-to-day struggles of the wounded 

warriors of America and how one can overcome 

hurdles with due diligence.  
 

Soldiersõ Angels across the nation are encour-

aged to watch Dancing with the Stars every Mon-

day night and vote for J.R. after the show by 

calling 1-800-868-3410 (800-VOTE4-10), or 
AT&T customers can Text code: 3410.   Lines 

open at the beginning of each show for viewers 

to phone and text vote for their favorite couples, 

and will stay open for 30 minutes after the end 

of the show in each time zone.  

Angels and Stars are what heaven is made of... 

and Soldiers' Angels is proud to stand in support 

of J.R. Martinez in his dance to the top with 

Dancing with the Stars! 
 

J.R. Martinez was deployed to Iraq in February 

2003 and suffered severe burns to more than 40 

percent of his body.  He spent 34 months at 

Brooke Army Medical Centerand has undergone 

33 surgeries.  During his recovery, J.R. discovered 
he could be a comfort to fellow burn patients 

and decided to use his experience to help others 
 

Since then, J.R. has become a highly sought-after 

motivational speaker, traveling the country to 

spread his message of resilience and optimism.   

Dolphin Premiere for Wounded Heroes 

Dancing with the Starsé on Angel Wings 

òThis fantastic 

family movie 

really is a special 

platform that can 

open dialogue 

about some 

tough subjects we 

as America face 

but sweep under 

the carpetó  
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òThe Army taught me 
a lot, but there's one 

thing it didn't teach 
me....the Viennese 

Waltz,ó says J.R. Mar-

tinez  

With the help of AL-
CON Media, Soldiersõ 

Angels hosted 
wounded warriors and 
their families at a Hol-

lywood -style premiere 
of the inspirational 
movie Dolphin Tale in 

San Antonio.  

http://dolphintalemovie.warnerbros.com/index.html
http://beta.abc.go.com/shows/dancing-with-the-stars


In Mayõs 2011 issue of Calling All Angels we featured 

òGrannyõs Great Adventure,ó a story about Angel 

Jeanie òCrash Grannyó Graser of Georgia taking òher 

troopsó fishing with the help of Beay Marina and 

some charter boat captains.  They had such a good 

time, they said, òWhy not do it again?!ó 
 

Thatõs right. SHEEEEEõSSSS BAAAAACK!  
 

Jeanie , lovingly known by her fellow Angels and 

her soldiers as òCrash Grannyó took òher 

troopsó fishing again. This time the group was a 

little bigger...well, more than a little...  òIt was 

held out of the Bay Marina on the Gulf Coast and 

we had 32 soldiers come (four Louisiana soldiers 

drove over on Sunday),ó Jeanie reported.   
 

Festivities began with a BBQ for the troops and 

Hank Tanner, the father of a fallen Marine, was 

one of the cooksñpreparing BBQ burgers, corn 

on the cob and potato salad.  Jeanie said one of 

the soldiers spent a lot of time visiting with 

Hank, which made quite an impression on her. 
 

It all began with a joke.  òThese guys had a great 

sense of humor.  When they told me they 

wanted to go Gar fishinõ, Granny said òI won-

dered, ôWhy do yõall want to catch Alligator 

Gar?!  They are ugly and donõt taste good and 

they stink,õó explained Jeanie.  òOnly a real Cajun 

eats Garballs, but Cajuns eat anything.ó 
 

As Jeanie pulled up to the marina, she was re-

minded of an old saying:  òThe early bird catches 

the ôwarm,õó  as she saw all 32 soldiers and their 
guests already waiting patiently at Bay Marina.  In 

this case in wasnõt ôwarms,ó they caught, though.  

It was Grannyõs donuts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

As everyone divided up for their boats, Grannyõs  

boat had some extra-special guests.  To keep her 

adopted heroes close, Jeanie has what she calls 

òSoldier dolls,ó handmade camouflage dolls [see 

above] that remind her of her deployed 

adoptees.  òSgt. Trevor and Cpt. Angie are my 

soldier dolls that represent my adopted sol-

diers,ó Jeanie says, so  SGT Trevor and the CPT 

Angie joined her on Captain Joeyõs boat.  Itõs not 

quite clear what kind of luck they brought, but 

SGT Joe on the boat caught a shark! 
 

Just like the last fishing trip in April, there was a 

friendly competition to see who would catch the 

biggest fish.  But unlike that first trip, the 

weather was great and the seas were calm.  An-

other thing that was different was that charter 

boat Captain Sonny was the lucky a captain who 

had the only female soldier who attended this 

trip... 
 

Of course, women often enjoy proving they can 

do anything a man can doñin civilian life and in 

military life as wellñand this fishing trip was no 

exception.  SGT Watkins, the only female vet-

eran among 32 soldiers, caught the biggest fish. 

òThis fish was as big as SGT Watkins,ó exclaimed 

Jeanie as she added, òSGT ôScotty the Hottieõ and 

his wife Erica caught a big ugly fish as well.ó  
 

The heroes on the fishing trip arenõt just great at 

what they do for our country, but theyõre pretty 

good fishermen.  Jeanie reported that they 

caught every kind of fish one could imagineñóbig 

fish, Speckled Trout, Triple Tail, White Trout, 

Red Fishéand a nasty catfish,ó she said. 
 

After a fun-filled day out at sea, boats filled with 

tasty fish headed back to Bay Marina, where 

members of Southern Anglers and Coastal Con-

servation were ready to cook a big dinner for 

the heroes. While the soldiers ate, the charter 

boat captains cleaned the fish that had been 

caught, but everyone started to notice that the 

four Louisiana soldiers were missing.  They began 

to be concerned as they finished eating, but as 

the  awards were presented, in walked charter 

captain Travis and the Louisiana Cajun soldiers... 

with eighty cleaned fish. 
 

The next fishing trip is scheduled for November 

2012.  In the meantime, Jeanie has a message for 

her troops: òI would like to thank you for your 

service.  I appreciate you and your families.ó 

Granny Gone Fishinõ II 

òThis fish was 

as big as 

Sergeant 

Watkins!ó  
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òGrannyõs Troopsó 
enjoy a great fishing 

trip topped of by a 
great barbecue, thanks 
to her ability to inspire 

others to join in her in 

support of the troops.  

òCrash Grannyó and 
her friends the charter 

boat captains took 32 
heroes and their 
guests on a fishing trip 

in the Gulf Coast.  
One soldier even 
caught a shark!  



Angels were so busy this 

August that there wasnõt 

room to include everything 

in the August edition of 

Calling All Angelsé 
 

In late August, Michigan 

Angels received the honor 

of having a booth at the 

139th Annual Armada Fair in 
Armada, MI. òThis is a small 

town fair complete with 

livestock/animal shows, arts 

& crafts judging and tractor pulls,ó says Jen Daw-

son, Soldiersõ Angelsõ Michigan Community Net-

work Coordinator (CNC). Though small town , 

they had all the bells and whistles of a big fair; 

there were elephant ears, fresh squeezed lemon-

ade, BBQ, and of course, rides 
 

òOur dear friend Burt Sherrard, whom we met 

last year, was again staged next to us and even 

bought us breakfast all the days we were there,ó 

Jen recalls.  Their location also had some unusual 

perksñsince the booth was outside the Beef 

Tent, there were cows mooing for their babies 

and head-butting the wall behind them. Among 

the Michigan Angels was young honorary Angel 

Nick Fifield (see picture) who won a blue ribbon 

for his Maine Anjou "Hillbilly Bone.ó  
 

Unfortunately, as you can see in the picture 

(lower left), òMother Nature wasnõt too coop-

erative, so the booth was closed early.ó  
 

In Swansea, MA Soldiersõ Angels joined forces 

with volunteers from the Marine Corps League 

of Somerset at a local Big Lots discount store, 

where they collected items to put into care 

packages.  òTons of itemsó were collected, along 

with signed cards that will be sent to the troops 

during the upcoming holiday season. 
 

Awesome Angeling by Melissa Greene, Val Durbin, 

Lynn Horsch, Crystal and Tim Goltz, Kris Shier, Sara 

Krueger, Maria Wines, Nick Fifield, Sharon Trombley, 

CNC Jen Dawson and Angels Debbie Mearls, Kim 

Carvalho Wagner and Paula Rezendes.  L-R in the 

picture at the top of the page: George Donnelly and 

Commandant Bruce R. Aldrich from the Marine 

Corps League of Somerset, along with Angels Debbie 

Mearls, Kim Carvalho Wagner and Paula Rezendes. 

Working with one of its dealers, Tactical-

Gear.com, Woolrich Elite has set up a personal-

ized web store for Elite products.  For the next 

six months, 2% of the cost of all sales made 

through www.tacticalgear.com/woolrich-elite-

clothing will be given to Project Valour-IT.   All 

Woolrich Elite items are eligible for the 2% do-

nation when purchased through this pageñfrom 

the durable, yet comfortable Elite tactical pant to 

the latest in concealed carry clothing. 
 

Many huge thanks to all the gun bloggers for their 

continuous support for Valour-IT.  Theyõve been there 

since the beginning! 

Longtime supporters of Project Valour-IT, the 

gun bloggers of Gun Blogger Rendezvous are at 

it again.  This time they have facilitated the auc-

tion of a special Sig Sauer 1911 pistol, and a way 

to support Valour-IT by buying tactical gear. 
 

The  pistol is engraved with the Soldiersõ Angels 

name and logo, making it a unique piece for 1911 

fans and supporters of Soldiers' Angels / Project 

Valour-IT.  It will be sold to the highest bidder at 
an online auction held by GunBroker.com and 

100% of the sale will be donated to support Val-

our-IT.  The auction closes at 9 p.m. Eastern Time 

on Sunday, October 23. 

Busy, Busy Angels! 

Gunbloggers for Valour-IT  

There were 

cows mooing 

for their babies 

and head-

butting the wall 

behind them.  
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CNC Jen Dawson with 
Honorary Angel -in-

Training Nick Fifield, 

who helped out in 
Michigan.  

Sig Sauer is auctioning 
off this customized 

1911 pistol, with all 
proceeds going to 
Project Valour -IT.  

Current bidding is 
over $2,000.  

http://www.tacticalgear.com/woolrich-elite-clothing
http://www.tacticalgear.com/woolrich-elite-clothing
http://www.gunbroker.com/Auction/ViewItem.aspx?Item=251295122


This monthõs òInterview with A Heroó was a fighter 

as a youngster...  
 

òI was pretty reckless growing up.  I stayed in 

fights all the way through high school,ó David 

Charles recalls.  òI was pretty upset about 9/11, 

so I decided that instead of fighting for no reason 

I would go somewhere that it had some pur-

pose.ó In his sophomore year he found he pur-

pose, deciding he was going to join the Marines. 
 

Now a Private First Class in the Marine Corps, 

Charles was surprised to discover Soldiersõ An-

gels.  òAfter I found out what Soldiersõ Angels 

did, I was amazed,ó he says.  òI knew there were 

organizations out there that helped military 

members and their families, but I didnõt know 

there was one that put forth such an amazing 

effort and actually followed through on their 

commitment.ó 
 

Usually deployed heroes submitted for adoption 

are aware that a family member, friend or 

brother/sister in arms submitted them.  But on 

occasion, the person submitting the hero wants 

it to be an unexpected joyéòI didnõt know about 

until my girlfriend told me she had signed me up 

so it was a bit of a surprise,ó says Charles. 
 

PFC Charles is the first service member featured 

in Interview With A Hero (formerly Interview With 

A Soldier) who has been deployed without going 

to Iraq or Afghanistan, but has still received sup-

port from Soldiersõ Angels. òI've been deployed 

three times,ó he says.  òOnce to Cuba, once to 

Spain, And once to Israel.ó 

 

Even though he never went to Iraq and Afghani-

stan, support from his Angel was vital.  Every 

branch has a òbag of tricksó that assists in òtaking 

care of business,ó but PFC Charles now has a 

òbag of supportó that helps keep him focused 

during difficult times.  In this bag are letters and 

cards from his Angel and whenever Charles gets 

down while deployed and doesnõt want to push 

on, he walks over to his bag of support and pulls 

out a letter or card at random.  òThey always 

bring a smile to my face,ó he explains. 
 

When asked if he had a story about his Angel 

that stood out in his memory, PFC Charles 

couldnõt come up with anything, at least not like 

pervious heroes who have been interviewed.  

What did stand out the most for him is best said 

in his own words... 
 

òThe only thing that truly stands out about my 

angel is the amount of support and love she 

shows.  She sent me an amazing amount of let-

ters and supplies, to books and art supplies.  She 

truly cares.  That is just amazing for someone 

who has her own life and family to take her own 

time to send me a letter or a card, or put to-

gether a package for me and my guys.  Itõs really 

amazing.ó 
 

Charles adds, òI would like to tell everyone at 

Soldiers Angels thank you.  The support that 

such generous people offer is amazing.  I read 

the letters and cards to the guys in my unit and 

itõs a great uplift for morale, knowing that so 

many people back home support us and have us 

in their prayers. I know I could have made it 

without you guys, but having you all behind us 

has made it so much better.  It gives us all a few 

more reasons other than our families to keep 

fighting. It puts a name to a mission.ó 

Interview with a Hero  

Whenever he 

got down while 

deployed and 

didnõt want to 

push on, heõd 

walk over to his 

bag of support 

and pull out a 

letter or card.  
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PFC Charles says he 
was òamazedó when 

he discovered the 
effort Soldiersõ Angels 
puts into supporting 

the troops.  

Dollarõs for Heroes 

Thanks to Dollar Days, 
you can buy 145,000 

different products 
online with a percent-

age of each sale going 

to Soldiersõ Angels! 

able on the website while a percentage of profits 

go to Soldiersõ Angels. 
 

Please share this great link with friends, families 

and coworkers.  It's an effortless way to raise 

needed money to help Soldiers' Angels continue 

to support the troops! 

Big retailer Dollar Days has long supported Sol-

diers' Angels with a special Wish List that allows 

donors to easily identify the most-needed items 

for care packages and backpacks and have them 

shipped directly to Soldiers' Angels.  Now Dollar 

Days is stepping up with another big opportu-

nity! 
 

The following link can be used 

by Soldiers' Angels, military 
families, schools, businesses, or 

anybody who would like to 

purchase items from the over 

145,000 quality products avail-

https://www.dollardays.com/soldiersangels/wishlist.html

